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Summary

CRYSTALLIZING OF THE BIBLICAL STYLE IN THE SECOND
HALF OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY: THE FOUR GOSPELS
OF THE MELANTRICH BIBLE AND THE SIX-VOLUME
KRALICE BIBLE

The contribution explores orthographical and linguistic differences with-
in the gospels between the Melantrich Bible of 1570 and the Six-Volume
Kralice Bible (the New Testament from the years 1593-1594). The Czech
language and its orthographical rendering appear to be more stylized
and unified in the Kralice Bible. The Melantrich Bible is less homoge-
neous and demonstrates more variation. It retains, on the one hand,
more striking archaisms such as dual forms, the supine or genitive plurals
in -z and, on the other hand, displays spoken features such as incongruent
transgressives, analogical forms in pronouns and secondary lengths in
verbal prefixes. The main merit of the Kralice Bible seems to lie in uni-
fying and standardizing the Czech biblical language in the era of its par-
amount importance.
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