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Summary

MEDIEVAL LITERATURE IN THE LIBRARIES OF THE UNITY 
OF THE CZECH BRETHREN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

The study discusses the evidence concerning the presence of Medieval 
literature both in private and institutional libraries of the Unity of the 
Czech Brethren in the sixteenth and at the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. First, the article presents the testamentary practice of Brethren 
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clergy and the manner in which the inheritance was handled within the 
church, particularly focusing on books and libraries. Next, based on all 
the extant catalogues of Brethren books and libraries, the article pre-
sents specific Medieval authors attested to within the Unity. It is argued 
that the majority of the titles were present in prints from the end of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth century, while manuscripts were rare. As con-
cerns Medieval literature of Bohemian origin, it is argued that the works 
of authors belonging to the Unity were predominantly preserved in 
manuscripts, whereas other authors were accessible in print.
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