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Summary

FROM NICAEA TO BASEL: EMPEROR CONSTANTINE AND 
THE CLOAK OF SILENCE OVER THE SINS OF THE CLERGY

When the Basel Council had to deal with the Hussite question, the figure 
of Emperor Constantine was brought forward as an example of respect 
and submission to the Church. According to literary tradition, instead 
of making a decision concerning quarrelling bishops, he burned their 
libellous scripts unread. He also stated that if he caught sight of a cleric 
in the act of sinning, he would take off his pallium to cover him. While 
the council fathers appreciated these steps taken, the Hussites disagreed 
and condemned the Emperor and en passant ridiculed an alleged quotation 
from Rabanus, who argued that a crotch grabbing priest should be viewed 
as giving blessing to the woman. The picture of Emperor Constantine 
was therefore changed from a pious sponsor of the Church to that of 
a criminal who morally spoiled the Church by making it rich.
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